CHAPTER   XIL
SACRAMENTS.

IN all religions there exist certain cere-
monials, or rites, which are regarded as of
vital importance by the believers in the
religion, and which are held to confer
certain benefits on those taking part in
them. The word Sacrament, or some
equivalent term, has been applied to these
ceremonials, and they all have the same
character. Little exact exposition has
been given as to their nature and
meaning, but this is another of the
subjects explained of old in the Lesser
Mysteries.

The peculiar characteristic of a Sacra-
ment resides in two of its properties.
First, there is the exoteric ceremony,
which is a pictorial allegory, a representa-
tion of something by actions and materials
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